
To the Session of Fairmount Presbyterian Church: 

During the first meeting of the Administration Council on September 16, 2014, we approved a 
motion to propose a modification to the policy on designation of unrestricted estate gifts 
granted to the church.   

Currently, a flat $5,000 portion of the unrestricted gift is designated to the current operating 
funds of the church.  The remaining gift is designated to the general operating endowment 
and is commingled with the other investments of the church.  Through the automation of this 
policy, generous gifts may go unrecognized by the congregation.  The considerable blessings 
that we receive can sometimes go unnoticed. 

A slight modification in policy may help bring these gifts to light and help us to share the 
excitement that such gifts bring.  We recommend a policy change to allot the greater of 
$5,000 or 10% of the total gift to the current operating funds of the church.  This provides for 
a larger portion of material gifts to be recognized and utilized when received. 

Whenever the current operating funds amount exceeds $5,000, we further recommend that 
the gift be reviewed by Session and the amount be designated to a current “special project”.  
It is our hope that this project will be deliberated in consideration of current needs of the 
church, any new programs or projects that the church feels called to become involved with, 
and any particular passions or interests of the estate benefactor.  This consideration may also 
include reaching out to surviving relatives of the benefactor to determine a worthwhile 
purpose for the funds. 

A public use of a meaningful portion of the estate gifts would help Fairmount to celebrate in 
its abundance.  While stewardship over the endowment and the assurance of its growth are 
noble causes to which we remain diligent, it is important that we demonstrate our 
commitment to generosity, innovation, and relevance.  Sharing our wonderful abundance with 
the community within and around Fairmount is one way that we can live into those values. 

Sincerely, 

Luke Crawford 
Treasurer 


